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DAFFODIL AND COFFEE MORNING 

 AT 
The Pump House, Coles Park, Westmill  

          Tuesday 27th March 10 a.m. to 12 noon 
by kind permission of Lord and Lady Carter 

 

 
 

 
Entrance £3 inc coffee/tea, cake and bunch of daffs. 

 
  Proceeds from the morning and raffle to go to  

St Mary the Virgin Westmill - Facilities Fund 

 
 

DIRECTIONS: The Pump House is situated about 1 mile from 
Westmill just past a farm (Tillers End) on the   

left with an enormous stone by the road.  
Turn left just in front of the brown picket 

fence and continue down.   

 
 

PLEASE COME AND SUPPORT 



 
 
 
 
 

“WE ARE OUTSTANDING!” 

 

  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Westmill Nursery is delighted to announce that they have recently been awarded the top honour 

of OUTSTANDING by Ofsted! The Ofsted inspector found the nursery to be Outstanding in all areas 

of the assessment criteria. 

 

  Ofsted quoted “Children convey happiness and self-confidence as they make their own choices  

  during play and everyday routines, such as snack time.  They enjoy particularly warm and positive  

  relationships with experienced, nurturing staff. Staff teach and encourage children to make choices  

  and develop independence as soon as they are able.” 

 

The staff of Hertfordshire’s Westmill Nursery are thrilled to have had their efforts recognised and 

rewarded in the recent Ofsted inspection and celebrated by inviting parents and children for a 

midmorning cake and biscuits 

 

Proprietors Sarah Coutts and Sandra Hawkins  

praised the “hard work and dedication  of the 

established team”. 

 

Westmill Nursery is located in Westmill Village Hall   

and cares for children aged 2 to rising 5 years.   

 

The nursery feeds into a number of local schools 

 in Buntingford and surrounding villages. 

 

 
Congratulations from all of to Westmill Nursery for this Award.   

 

Congratulations of another kind    
 to two long-time Westmill residents,  

Norman, who was born in the village, 
and Kathe Nolan who celebrated 
their 70th Wedding Anniversary 
(Platinum) on 14th February.  
“Platinum is precious, strong, 
enduring and doesn’t tarnish”. 
Best wishes from everyone.  

               

 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

St Mary the Virgin, Westmill -  Church Spring Report 2018 
 

                          (the stained glass window in need of repair) 
 

Another New Year begins in the life of the Church with a beautiful display of 
snowdrops in the churchyard proving that spring is round the corner.  

 
In January we very sadly lost Sheila Ormerod who was a very big part of the Church for a good 
number of years with her husband Eric who was Churchwarden for a long time.   Another sad 
loss was Frank Ansell who had lived in the village with his family since 1972 and was well known 
in the village and very often seen walking his dog.  
  
Our prayers are with Rector Ian and his wife Sarah who are both on sick leave at the moment. 
Meanwhile, Revd Norman Jones and his wife Sandra are very kindly covering services across 
the benefice. 
 
At the end of the year saw Westmill Nursery holding their Christmas Service with the children 
singing several Christmas songs beautifully along with their parents. The Church Christmas Eve 
Nativity Service was well attended with the children playing their part so well in the Nativity 
tableau. 
 
Saturday 13

th
 January saw the Annual District Bellringers Service led by Kate Peacock, our Rural 

Dean, and attended by 27 members followed by tea in the village hall.  Kate is leaving soon to 
take up a new post at St Albans.  We wish her all the very best in her future.   
 
At the moment the Facilities Fund stands at £1706.10 and shortly there will be discussion to 
finalise where the Facilities are going to be located. So it is hoped to make considerable 
progress this year. 
 
Our Sextons continue to work hard to keep the Churchyard in tip top condition and cover many of 
the projects needing attention within the Church for which we are very grateful.  
 
We are pleased to say that work has now commenced on the base of the Bell Tower.  You may 
have noticed that the base is covered in sacking.  This is to help the lime mortar dry and should 
be removed shortly. There was a slight delay with the repairs to the stained glass window on the 
south wall of the Chancel.  We hope to get the work underway soon.  Work should soon be 
starting on installing new heaters and lighting in the Children’s Room. 
 
Last year we were lucky to obtain a grant of £1200 from East Herts Council towards the repair of 
the two ‘At Risk’ tombs in the churchyard.  However, we are now able to report that The Greg 
Trust, Westmill Parish Council, The Guild of St George and the PCC have also made donations 
which, to our delight, means repair works can be commissioned without delay.   
 
Melanie Hey our Church Architect has now left her practice and we wish her well. We have now 
appointed Jack Klinch a colleague of Melanie’s and look forward to working with him.   
 
On Sunday 29

th
 April Archdeacon of Hertford, Janet Mackenzie, will be leading the Holy 

Communion Service at 9.30.  Do come along and meet Janet.  
 
We are hoping to hold a few fund raising events this year within the Church towards Church and 
Facilities Fund, the first of which will be the annual Daffodil Coffee Morning (see front page). 
 
Our thanks to everyone in the Church and the village for all their support. Have a good Spring. 
 
St Mary the Virgin, Westmill PCC 

 



 

                                                               WESTMILL WALKERS 
Circular walk:  Westmill – Button Snap – Aspenden – Westmill 

approx 4(ish) miles  -  Saturday 27th January 
 
Sue and Jenny, armed each with a trekking stick, set a blistering pace with Rita and Ana chasing up 
stragglers to the rear towards Cherry Green. The group bravely faced the elements – icy winds, 
threatening grey skies, mud and even puddles. 
Near to Graves Wood Sue pointed out a huge lump of concrete and informed us that  
it was a trig point – it was all getting very educational.  Ray astonished Jenny and  
Owen by announcing that we had ascended to an altitude of 125 metres, no less.  
The party lingered at Button Snap and had all kinds of thoughts about Charles Lamb  
and what on earth he was getting up to in such a beautiful place. Continuing onto  
Wakeley things became even more educational with thanks again to Sue for indicat- 
ing the site of an abandoned village and giving us a brief history of past inhabitants.  
 

Progressing onto an open ridge Winston reckoned on a clear day 
you could see as far as The Sword.  At this spot we admired the World’s largest 
haystack and Ana, our official photographer, took a group selfie as proof. 

 
Trundling down the track towards Aspenden Owen suddenly produced a 2 inch 
spherical stone ball that he had found previously on the path, the group 
wereconcerned about what else he might produce from his pocket and were baffled  
until Mike announced correctly that it was a cannonball dating back to the Civil war  

– is there anything this man doesn’t know? 
 
On approaching Aspenden dehydration was kicking in and despite reaching civilisation we were 
horrified to find The Fox was closed! Fortunately, Ray as a bit of a diversion, spotted an abandoned 
bathroom basin in a stream.  Not to be outdone, Rita showed us an expensive looking lawnmower 
parked in same stream.  Urbanisation is strangely re-assuring! 
 
Out of the blue, a funny buzzing sound was emitted from Winston’s person.  He  
proudly announced that he had recorded over 10,000 steps on his ‘stepometer’.   
Mike pondered as to how many pints of beer this number of steps equated to; we  
were stunned that he couldn’t answer his own question!  This was followed by a  
weird conversation between Jenny, Rita and Owen about what constitutes a stride.   
Is it toe to toe, heel to heel, toe to heel or heel to toe?At this point, on losing the  
will to live, it was kind of agreed that it is toe to toe or even heel to heel.  
 
All agreed that the walk was great fun and a huge success and we planned the next one for Saturday 
24

th
 February starting from The Green, Westmill at 10.00a.m.  

Anybody is very welcome to join us on these walks which are scheduled for the last Saturday in the 
month – keep any eye on the Village Notice Board for information. 
 
Many thanks to Ana for taking the photographs.                                                          Owen – Westmill Events                

           
Ed: I had to look up “trigpoint” so for others who also might not know - trigpoints are the common name 

for "triangulation pillars". These are concrete pillars, about 4' tall, which were used by the Ordnance 

Survey in order to determine the exact shape of the country. They are generally located on the 

highest bit of ground in the area, so that there is a direct line of sight from one to the next. By sitting 

a theodolite (an accurate protractor built into a telescope) on the top of the pillar, accurate angles 

between pairs of nearby trigpoints could be measured. This process is called "triangulation". 

 

 

http://www.ordsvy.gov.uk/
http://www.ordsvy.gov.uk/


 

  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Appointment of Joint Sextons for St. Mary 
 
I am delighted to report that Owen King and Winston Pickup have taken on the duties jointly of 
Sexton to St. Mary the Virgin Westmill. 
During their short time in their new position they have saved the Church many hundreds of 
pounds doing a number of DIY jobs that were identified by the Church Architect when she 
carried out the latest five year inspection. They made and fixed a new safety rail in the tower, 
replaced a worn wooden ladder with a metal one also in the tower, and made and fixed a new 
door for the top of the tower. These are just a few of the jobs they have undertaken. Please 
give them all the support they need in their new job.  
Finally I wish to thank you all for the support you gave to me during my time as Sexton.  I truly 
believe we have one of the most cared for Church and Churchyard for miles around. 
Michael Thody retired Sexton. 
Owen king (273356) Winston Pickup (273519) Joint Sextons 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Afternoon Concert at  
St Mary the Virgin Church Westmill 

4 p.m. on Sunday 29th April 2018 
 

Tickets £6.00 to include tea/coffee and cake. 
 

Come along and enjoy a varied programme of song with all proceeds  
 to Friends of Westmill Church, a charity set up by the Trustees  

raising funds for the maintenance of St Mary’s. 
 

For this event The Morgan Charitable Foundation has pledged to  
“match pound for pound up to £1,000.00 of monies raised” all of which  

will go towards much needed repairs to the Church perimeter wall. 

 
Please ask either Jan (272217) or Sue (273207) for tickets.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Daylight saving time 

2018 in the United 

Kingdom will begin 

at 01:00 on 

Sunday 25 March 

 



 

Westmill Parish Council 
 

VERGES IN THE CENTRE OF WESTMILL 

 

Several parishioners have expressed concerns at the damage caused to the 

verges in the centre of the village, mainly as a result of vehicles driving over or 

parking on them. 

 

The Parish Council have discussed this issue in considerable depth and after much 

debate have now proposed installing some wooden posts on the verges owned by 

the parish council alongside the narrowest section of the High Street.  

 

We also gave some serious consideration to having stone boulders as opposed to 

wooden posts; however, having carried our a Risk Assessment we are more 

exposed to accident or injury with the use of boulders.  

  

In addition to this, where presently there are wooden posts located on the 

southern section of the village green (where the village pump is situated), we plan 

to have these posts replaced and repositioned to try to deter vehicles from 

mounting the green, along with damaging the corners of this green.  These would 

be cemented in with a light mix to hopefully keep them firmer than at present. 

 

We certainly do not want to spoil the appearance of our beautiful village, but with 

increased vehicular movement we must take action to protect the greens.  The 

funding for this work will be met from the WPC New Homes Bonus and it is 

intended to have this work carried out in the next few weeks.  

 

WPC will hold a short meeting in the village hall on Wednesday 11th April 2018 at 

7.00pm when Parish Councillors will be present to explain our intentions and  

answer any questions parishioners may have regarding this matter.  

 

VILLAGE DEFIBRILLATOR  

 

We are delighted that we now have the community village  

defibrillator installed in the telephone kiosk on the village  

green, which is ready for use and registered with the  

Ambulance Service.   

 

When we adopted the kiosk from BT it was in poor condition 

 and in need of considerable preparation before repainting  

could be done both to the interior and exterior.   

 

              Kiosk before refurbishment  

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 















After research on various defibrillators we acquired 

a ‘Lifeline’ model from Community Heartbeat Trust 

(CHT) which was considered most suitable for our 

requirements.  A training session on the use of the 

defibrillator was held in the village hall on the 16th 

December and was attended by over 30 people 

from the village.  

 

This was followed up by some training sessions 

that were conducted by Cllr Richard Wood for those 

who could not attend the CHT training date.  

 

Cllr Ray Partridge is our appointed person as the  

key contact for the defibrillator.  The unit and cabinet are being inspected weekly, 

which is then inputted into CHT WebNos system, to confirm to the ambulance 

service that our defibrillator is active and ready for use.  

 

The defibrillator was made possible by Westmill Parish  

Council, supported by with a grant from Hertfordshire  

County Council and generous donations from Westmill  

Art Exhibition, Westmill Events and the T & M Greg Trust.   

   

This important medical equipment was installed by  

Bowtell Electrical Contractors who carried out the  

electrical installation as their contribution towards the  

project.  Our thanks to all concerned for making this  

happen.    

 

MM                                                      Refurbished kiosk                

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

News about the Newsletter: 
 
Westmill Parish Council, The Greg Trust, Westmill Events and The Guild of St George 
have all committed to funding the printing of a copy each of our Newsletter so it will be in 
production for at least another year.  
 
Thanks especially to Matt of Fingerprints Design who is affording us “mates rates”.  

 
 Special Promotion to the end of April: 
Canvas Prints – the perfect gift for all occasions 

 

 
 
The overall population of the Hundred Parishes increased by around 1% a year between 
the last two censuses, 2001 and 2011. As district councils finalise Local Plans for the next 
15 years, generally catering for even faster population growth, there is concern that our 
familiar landscapes will undergo significant change.  
We may be able to take comfort from the European Landscape Convention, to which the 
UK is a signatory. This encourages local authorities to introduce exemplary, long-lasting 
polices or measures to protect, manage and plan landscapes.  The overall aim is to achieve 
sustainable landscapes that are as visually biodiverse and as culturally rich as possible, thus 
meeting society’s social, economic and environmental needs. 
The character of our villages and small towns and their setting within the wider landscape 
are fundamental aspects of what gives the Hundred Parishes its sense of place. 
Responsibility for keeping it special is vested in our elected representatives. 
I encourage you to observe, enjoy and perhaps photograph the seasonal changes within 
your surrounding countryside.  Sown crops germinate, flourish and are harvested. Trees 
mature or are felled. Fresh leaves soften bare twigs in spring and fall again in autumn.  This 
cyclical rhythm has inspired many local, notable artists and examples of their work can be 
viewed in the Fry Art Gallery in Saffron Walden.  
The Gallery traditionally closes for the winter months, but this year there is an exhibition at 
Fry Art Gallery Too, located next to the main entrance gates of Saffron Walden Museum, 
in Museum Street, Saffron Walden. Gallery Too is open until 25th March 2018 on 
Saturdays from 11am to 5pm and Sundays from 2.15pm to 5pm. The Museum is always 
worth another visit. Winter opening times are 10am to 4:30pm Tuesdays to Saturdays and 
2pm to 4:30pm on Sundays. 

 
Tricia Moxey, Trustee                                                              www.hundredparishes.org.uk  

 

Pimlico House,  Gascoyne Way  Hertford    Herts, SG13 8EA 

(01992) 581302    print@fingerprintsdesign.co.uk 

http://www.hundredparishes.org.uk/
mailto:print@fingerprintsdesign.co.uk


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BEE KEEPING IN WESTMILL 

 
As Spring Approaches...... 

 

This is the worst time of year for bee  

keepers.  Despite the fact that we are  

leaving winter behind, it is still too  

early to open the hives and inspect  

closely without risking the welfare of the colony.  Instead we heft (lift) the 

hives to check to see if they are too light and have too little honey.  The 

colony is much smaller, there will be less honey and pollen stored in the hive 

and if the threat of the varroa mite has not been managed successfully, the 

colony will struggle to expand successfully. 

  

Once the relief of successfully overwintered hives and disappointment of 

those that have not made it have disappeared, we will look towards spring 

and early summer and start to support the colonies to develop and grow.  

This part of England is well known for growing Oil Seed Rape.  Bees love to 

forage on Rape and this can be an excellent pick-me-up for the slowly 

developing colonies.  You may have noticed in the last couple of years that 

around this area there have been fewer yellow fields.  Since the ban on 

Neonicotinoid insecticides across Europe, farmers have found it harder to 

grow this successfully in this area.  The irony is that the ban was brought in 

because of the risk of the insecticide to bees and other pollinators.  This really 

just leaves broad beans as a main farming crop which bees are able to forage 

and this will be in flower for just a short period of time.  This means that bees 

and other pollinators have even greater reliance on the flowers in hedgerows 

and in our gardens.  

 

The nectar from Oil Seed Rape is made into a very different honey from that 

produced later in the year by the bees. It is a clear honey with a very   clean 

taste.  Bee Keepers have to be mindful of its high glucose to fructose ratio 

which means that it will crystalise 

very quickly and extraction from the  

bee hive frames will not be possible  

unless it is done quickly. 

 

Bryan Mason 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

McColl's Buntingford 
Home News Delivery Service Monday-Sunday 

National newspapers, local newspapers 
and a full range of magazines. 

New customers from Westmill to receive  
first four weeks free delivery. 

For further details and prices telephone 01763 274168 
 

VILLAGE LOTTERY - BE IN IT TO WIN IT! 
Since it started a minimum of £100 every month comes out in prize money with winners of £50, £30, 

£20 and the occasional £10.    Friends of  Westmill Church benefit - receiving an equivalent amount 

each month which helps maintain the fabric of St Mary the Virgin.    Ring Jan on 272217 to join. 

VILLAGE HALL 

The Greg Trust  hires out the hall  

which is especially suitable for 

daytime gatherings &  

children's parties.     

 

All enquiries to:   

Mike McRae  272147 

or email mjsmcrae@aol.com 

 

Ideal for garden parties or events 
when weather conditions might 
be a worry, you can hire this  
splendid marquee for a nominal 
charge.  It will hold 40-60 people.  
Enquiries to:   07791  491293 
 

Raw, natural, local honey.  Bees are 
managed ethically and only excess 
honey extracted 
 

Local Honey 
for Sale 

 

   £4 for 12oz Jar 
   Contact Bryan 

   01763 273493 
 

Support our dairy herds and if you’re 
keen to help the environment too it can 
be delivered in glass bottles! 

Mobile:  07734775358        
Email: timdavisdairies@gmail.com 
 



 

 
                              
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Logs cut to size and 
delivered to your home. 

 
Mr J Moule 
01763 272516 
07813 249778 

     FREE RANGE 

EGGS  £1.00   

per half dozen. 

Will deliver in 

Westmill village.  

01763 272516 



      

 

 

 
 

Church Services March,  

April & May 2018 
                                         
Sunday 4

th
 March  9.30 Morning Worship 

Sunday 11
th

 March  9.30 Holy Communion 

(Mothering Sunday)  

Sunday 18
th

 March     NO SERVICE (9.30 Holy Communion at St Mary’s 

Aspenden and 11am Communion Service at St Peter's Buntingford)       

Sunday 25th March  9.30 Holy Communion  

(Palm Sunday) 

Clocks go forward 

Thursday 29
th

 March  8 p.m. Holy Communion with stripping of the Altar 

(Maundy Thursday) 

Friday 30
th

 March 

(Good Friday) 

 

Sunday 1st April         9.30 Morning Worship 

(Easter Sunday) 

Monday 2
nd

 April 

(Easter Monday)     

Sunday 8
th

 April   9.30 Holy Communion 

Sunday 15
th

 April        NO SERVICE (9.30 Holy Communion at St Mary’s 

Aspenden and 11am Communion Service at St Peter's Buntingford) 

Sunday 22
nd

 April        9.30 Holy Communion 

Sunday 29
th

 April  9.30 Holy Communion  

   To be led by the Archdeacon of Hertford, Janet Mackenzie 

    4 p.m Mustard Seed Singers Concert   

 

Sunday 6th May   9.30 Morning Worship 

Sunday 13
th

 May  9.30 Holy Communion        
Sunday 20

th
 May          NO SERVICE (9.30 Holy Communion at St Mary’s 

Aspenden and 11am Communion  Service at St Peter’s Buntingford) 

Sunday 27th May  9.30 Holy Communion 

 

ALL VERY, VERY WELCOME 

 
 

 
FRIENDS OF WESTMILL CHURCH AGM 

TUESDAY 6TH MARCH 2018 
@ THE SWORD INN HAND 7.45 P.M. 

 
Friends of Westmill Church is a Registered Charity which was set up in 2011 to  
fund-raise on behalf of the Church Trustees for St Mary the Virgin, Westmill. 

This will be our 7th AGM to which everyone is warmly invited.  
 

The March village lottery draw will take place immediately after the meeting. 
 
 


